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Digital Collections and the National Library of Wales

Digitisation supports:

Access to Welsh and Celtic
materials by global audience
Preservation

Collections enhancement and
reunification
Transformation of scholarship &
Community engagement

A cohesive, national collectio
Underlying principle: free
access to digital content
www.llgc.org.uk
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http://www.llgc.org.uk

NLW ResearciHProgramme in Digital Collections

A A collaborative researchrogramme

A Researching the impact and use of existing and emerging digital
collections

A Engagement with the communities of practice in digital humanities
around digital content

A A focus for digital humanities, combining digital collections, tools,
methods

A Buildingsustainable digitatesources that have a impact on scholarship
A Develop strategic digitization initiativefor specific research needs
A Foster interoperability and reise of collections
A Increase the embedding of digital content into scholarship
A Activities
A Research on digital collections development, use and discovery
A Projectdevelopment
A Collaborationswith partners in Wales and beyond
A Outreach,disseminationand publications

A \I?\;)ulr Digital Humanities PhD students in collaboration with Universities ir
ales
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The National Library of Wales.

By means of the Photostat recently installed the
National Library can supply at very reasonable rates
facsimile reproductions from manuseripts, books, maps,
prints, drawings, etc., for the use of students and others.
Enquiries should be addressed to the Librarian, National
Library of Wales, Aberystwyth.

Welsh outlook, Vol. 7, No. 1 Jan. 1920
[advert]
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The Hengwrt Chaucer Peniarth MS 392)
Imaging, 1926

g3rd April 19=26.

Dear Sir,

T have vour letter of the 19th instant with the form
for & photostat renroduction of the Hengwrt Chancer. This
will be put in hand at once and will be ready in eshont a
fortnight.

Yours very truly,

rrofessor John M, Manly,
Americen University Union,
50 Russell Scuare,
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Imaging: 1926

'/ The Wniversity of Chicago | 2.9

NV
Department of English (}‘ :

lfontague Hotel, 16 iontague Street,W.C.l

June 1,1926

S

Dear lr. Ballinger:

llany thanks for your kindness in letting ué have photostats of the
Hengwrt Chaucer. I will send the bill to the University for payment
immediately.

I fear that in sending us the positives instead of the negatives you
have favored us at the expense of your own Library, and that you would have
preferred to keep the positives to serve as a substitute for the MS itselfl
in general consultation. As a matter £f fact we prefer to have negatives.

We then have enfarged positives made from them for working purposes and keey
the negatives in a safe place, to guard against possible loss by fire or :
the like. If therefore you would prefer to retain the positives for the use
of your Library, please telegraph me immediately and I will return them
before we leave London on Saturday and you can send the negatives directly
to the Library of the University of Chicago.
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Imaging: 1931

December 10th, 1931

Dear Professor Manly,

I am grieved to find that I have not
replied to your letter dated September 29, which you wrote
just after you returned from a visit to the Huntington Library.
Please accept my apologies for this long delay.

I was very glad to receive your letter

and to read about the resulis of your visit to the Huntington

Library. I have told our photostat operator what you saw there
and he, being young and enthusiastic, is much interested. Lately
we have had so much photostat work to do that our operator

has not found much time to experiment with the fluorescence
cabinets or even to attempt photography with their aid. The
staff and readers have, however, found the cabinzta excesdingly
useful for deciphering ‘'difficult' cases. Two readers were

allowed to read their mamscripts under the fluorescence light

for a whole day, and they were extremely pleased with the results.

I am grateful to you also for telling me
about the comparison microscope which is being used with success

at the Huntington Library. Unfortunately for us, we have already
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Imaging: 1939
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Liyirgell Lenedlaetnol Lymru
The Mational Library of Wales
LW Aberystwyth . . : P ' : ‘
National Library of Wales journal - Cyf. 1, rh. 2 Gaeaf 1939 The 'Hengwrt' manuscript of Chaucer's Canterbury Tales
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ut- Goute

/ 1 Due & CANTERBURY TALES

i 1 of Gy
g/ *::-*'ﬂ”ﬁﬁﬂfﬁsn
[Pestante Ms. 392, formerly Hencwer Ms. 154, and generally known as
“Tue Hewowrr Cravcer,” is one of the most important Chaucer manuscripts

Vol 1, no. 2, 1939
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(1st Ber. 3,9, 27, 39, 51, 71), whilst Skeat described it as follows : —
% The Hengwrt MS. of the Canterbury Tales is known to be one of the
best. It stands second among the seven MB35, selected and printed by
the Chaucer Society. An examination of its contents shows that it is
unique, not only in the arrangement of the Tales, but in particulars relat-
ing to the Tales themselves.”

More recently it has been studied intensively by Professor J. M. Manly, * The
Chaucer Workshop,” Department of English, University of Chicago, who, with
his co-worker, the late Professor Edith Rickert, visited the National Library on
several occasions, and for whom the Library m:.d: a photostat facsimile in 1g26.


http://welshjournals.llgc.org.uk/browse/viewpage/llgc-id:1277425/llgc-id:1277504/llgc-id:1277517/get650
http://welshjournals.llgc.org.uk/browse/viewpage/llgc-id:1277425/llgc-id:1277504/llgc-id:1277517/get650
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THE ¢ HENGWRT® MANUSCRIPT OF CHAUCER’S
CANTERBURY TALES

[PexiarTe Ms) 292, formerly Hexcwrr 154, and generally known as
“Tue Hexewrr Ciaucer ” is one of the most important Chaucer manuscripts
extant. F. J. Furnival published it seventy-one years ago for the Chaucer Society
(1st Ser. 3, g, 27, 39, 51, 71), which W. W. 8keat described it as follows :—

* The Hengwrt MS; of the Canterbury Tales is known to be one of the
best. It stands second among the seven MSS) selected and printed by
the Chaucer Society. An examination of its contents shows that it is
unique, not only in the arrangement of the Tales, but in particulars relat-
ing to the Tales themselves.”

More recently it has been studied intensively by Professor J. M. Manly, ¢ The
Chaucer Eaboratory,” Department of English, University of Chicago, who, with
his assistant, the late Miss Edith Rickert, visited the National Library on several

occasions, and for whom the Library made a photostat facsimile in 1926.  Altlough—

his researches into the provenance and wvalue of the manuscript are not yét com-
pleteds Professor Manly has acceded 1o the request of the Editor of this Journal to
allow the following description tobe printed now, so that Chaucerian scholars and
others may benefit from the fyaﬁt of his research.—Editor].

ABBREVIATIONS,

Hg.—Hencwrr, f.e. the présent manuscript.

El.—ELLESMERE, i.e. the Lord Ellesmere manuscript, now in the Henry E.
Huntington Library, San Marino, California.

(.—Quire.

Pro.—Prologue.
M __The MarlFae Tala
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De Consolatione Philosophiae Peniarth MS 393
Correspondence, 1879

M3. Peniarth 392 - Hengwrt 328.
"4% Parchment, 11%11: x 8 in, unbound - fragment.
Beging "by myne Muses Jmi 1s to seyn by noteful seiences”
hIpr. 1 toward end.
Ends "algates yif men were that they ben good yit ben they"
III pr. 10 toward end.
Foliation: 7 [ai is lost; aij has rectangular plece cut
out of lower right hand cormer Zex 6inH-8+5
[ci & eij, with back of cij are loetH7
[back of dj is lost].
Marks &c. At bottom of last page is written in print-hand:
This Fragment of an 014 English LSS,
was given me Willism lorris of Holyhead
by W* Edwd Iones of Caermarvom; abo®, the
Year of Our Lord
MDCCXXXVII.
According to Mr.Madan, of the Bodleian Library, Oxford, the
S, is written in a court hand of the lst gquarter of the 15
cent. The handwriting is very careful, the text is excellent
showing very few mistakes, the epelling is very like that of
MS.Ii. 3. 21, University Library, Cembridge [Printed for the

Chancer Society in 1886] but the readings are quite independent

of that KS. and in most cases better.
If the MS. were complete, I should say it was the best of the
texts that have come down to us.

Hark H, Liddell. "
June 12th, 1896.

A copy was supplied to Miss Hemmond in December 1927.

Extract from a letter dated 28 July 1869, from F.J.
Furnivall, 3 01d Square, Lincoln's Innm,
London, W.C. to Mr. E.Wynne.
" ... it's only a fragment (part of bk,l, bk,2, and part of

bk.3) of a translation of Boethiug de Comsolatione

Philosophise. I suppose it to be Chaucer's translation;
but 1t may be the 15th centy onme. I'll compare your MS.

with the known versione shortly, and let you know,"

Extract from another letter dated 28 July 1869, from
F.J.Furnivall, 3 St. George's Sq. Primrose Hill,

London ,N.W., " to Wr. W.E.Wynne.

" ... Your Boethius fragment is Chaucer's translation. I
have a few proofs by me of iir. iorris's forthecoming edition
for the E.Bngl. Text Soe., and 1'll send them to you with
the US. so that you may see for yourself ......

There are many HSS. of the Treatise in English. Yours

is early 15th century."
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In connecivion with the study of all the Chaucer
Manuscripts available by Professor J. M. Manly, LL.D., of the
University of Chicago, and iMiss Edith Rickert of Chicago,
the Hengwrt Chaucer was reproduced in facsimile, a copy
being supplleﬂ to the University of Chicago, and also to Sir
William M'Cormick.

Subsequently Professor Manly and Miss Rickert came to
the National Library to make a study of the maenuscript, and
to facilitate this the cover was removed, which led to the
discovery that three Ulndlng operations were traceable as
the wooden boards with the remains of the thongs indicated,
but that the present sewing of the manuscript is not
contemporary with these thongs. It would appear to be
fairly evident that at some period a second binder re-sewed
the manuscript and re-instated it in the old cover and that
at this stage it is probable misplacements by the binder
occurred. The manusecript was further dealt with by a third
binder, who without disturbing the sewing of the second binder
fastened the manuscript back into fhe old covers.,

The question of undertaking the sewing and re-arranging
of the sheets has been under consideration, and after fully
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View highlights De Consolatione Philosophiae View the Manuscript =
Manuscripts
The Early Ages Reference: Peniarth MS 393D 3 Image Gallery
The Middle Ages Here is a copy from c¢. 1380, of a translation by the notable poet Geoffrey &
Medieval Astrenomy Chaucer (c. 1340-1400) of De Consolatione Philosophiae (The Consolation of

The Book of Lkt Pmlosophy) by Boethius. Th|.s m_anus?rlpt is of grgat interest, as the

De natura rerum
History of the Kingj
Roman de la Rose
Laws of Hywel Ddg
Black Book of Car
Book of Aneirin

Hendregadredd M3
Book of Taliesin

Sherbrooke Missal

Chronicle of the Pri




The Cult of Saints in Wales: Medieval Welsh
language sources and their transmission

A Online editions of digitised medieval
Welsh Saints lives from the NLW
collections will be developed by
researchers from the University of Wales

A +ET C6O0 #1111 ACAh , 113
Digital Humanities will develop KILN XML
platform for digital scholarly edition of "
digital manuscripts ez
NLW will host, implement and sustain the =
edition ;

A Output: a transferrable tool for creating
online editions of NLW manuscripts as
part of NLWDigital Library

A Supporting annotation, searching,
comparing manuscripts

http://www.kel.ac.ukartshumgdepts/ddl e
research/projects/curreneelsh.aspx
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Photospectral imaging of the Hengwrt Chaucer at NLW by
team from Yale Computer Science Department

"ele Ymchwil
IWNIBYW Research



